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 STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
13 December 2021 

 

HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 December 2021 
 
 
Present  
 
Wilson (Chairman), Briggs, Patrick and Wade 
 
 
14 Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Turner. 
 

15 Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interests relating to matters on the agenda. 
 

16 Minutes  
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 September 
2021 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

17 Independent Remuneration Panel - Councillors' Allowances Scheme  
 
Mr David Heck and Mr Andrew Kirk of the Independent Remuneration Panel, 
introduced the panel’s report, outlined the options available to Council and 
answered questions raised by Members of the Committee. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
a) the process undertaken by the Independent Remuneration Panel (IRP) 

be noted; and 
 

b) the Independent Remuneration Panel (IRP) report in appendix A be 
noted; and that the report now be recommended to Full Council for its 
consideration for approval. 
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 STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
13 December 2021 

 

18 Recommendations of the Constitution Working Group  
 
The Committee considered a report outlining proposed changes to the 
Council’s Constitution proposed by the Constitution Working Group. 
 
RECOMMENDED that Council make the following amendments to the 
Council’s constitution: 
 
(a) The following paragraph be added to Access to Information Standing 

Order 57.1 in Part 3 Section B of the Constitution  
 
 “The Council will operate a presumption of access to confidential or 

exempt parts of Council, Committee, Sub-Committee or Cabinet 
meetings, and related documents, for all Councillors. The examples 
given below of where a “a need to know” will apply are not exhaustive 
and there is an expectation that exclusion of a councillor from a 
meeting, or access to a document, will be exceptional.” 

 
(b) paragraph 2.2.5 of Part 2 Section E1 be amended to provide as follows:  
 
 “Where, within four weeks of its receipt by the Council, or within seven 

days of being notified of an intended officer decision to determine a 
Planning Application: 

  
 (a)  The local ward Councillor (or in the absence of the local ward 

Councillor, the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Planning 
Committee) requests in writing to the Head of Planning, giving 
good material planning reasons, that the application be 
determined by the Planning Committee, and/or 

 
 (b)  Where five or more individual letters, each raising material 

planning objections, have been received by the Council, and 
the referral is supported by a ward Councillor and is agreed by 
the Chairman of the Planning Committee, the Head of Planning 
and the Cabinet member with portfolio responsibility for 
Planning, that the application be determined by the Planning 
Committee.” 

 
(c) paragraph 2.2.7 of Part 2 Section E1 be amended to read as follows: 
 
 “Where the application is to vary or remove a condition that was 

imposed by the Planning Committee, on an application under section 
73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, or to make any other 
amendment to an approved scheme, which the Head of Planning in 
consultation with the Chairman of Planning Committee is of the opinion 
will have a significant impact on the relevant planning permission to 
which the amendment or condition may attach so as to change the 
character and basis of that planning permission.” 
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Standards Committee (13.12.21) 
 
 

19 Exclusion of the Press and Public  
 
RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the minutes headed and numbered as below because: 
 
it was likely, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature 
of the proceedings, that if members of the public were present during those 
minutes there would be disclosure to them of exempt information of the 
descriptions specified in paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as amended) of 
the Local Government Act 1972 shown against the heading in question; and 
 
in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 
Minute 20 – Code of Conduct Complaints (Paragraphs 1 to 2) 
 

20 Code of Conduct Complaints  
 
The Committee received a report on Councillor Code of Conduct complaints 
received or ongoing since 1 January 2021. 
 
The Committee received advice on its role in the process for dealing with Code 
of Conduct complaints. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 
 

The meeting commenced at 5.10 pm and concluded at 6.13 pm 
 


